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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THIS little Boole, publifhed 
by defire of Mr. T. Titmoufe, 
and his uncle, Mr. Worthy, is 
recommended to all little Boys 
who would become great Men, 
for whole good it is printed ; and 
it is hoped that none who love 
learning and good behaviour will 
r 4 ead it without being diverted by 
the pleating Rories it contains, 
and benefitted by its leffons of 
inftru&ion. 


THE 


✓HISTORY 


TOMMY TITMOUSE. 


HE hero_ of our hiflory was 


a Tittle boy, who having 
ion nis father ^nd mother, . was 
left under the care of Mr. Wor- 
thy, his uncle, that loved him 
as if he had been his own child, 
and Tommy was taught to obey 
him as if he had been his father. 

And indeed. Tommy gave ear- 
ly tokens that he was likely to be 



A 4 a good 
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a good child, which made his 
uncle encourage him, who ufed 
-often ter tell him, if he would 
read his book and be careful, he 
would become a great man. 
Now, as he was a little boy, you 
know that muft be very defira- 
ble ; and, #in order to help him, 
his good kinfman always reward- 
ed him when he behaved well, 
and ufed to give him fruit, fugar- 
plumbs, and cakes. He alfo 
gave him feveral little books 
that are made on purpofe for 
young folks, a variety of which 
m 2 y be had at yoi^r old friend, 
Wm. Jones’s, Thomas-flreet. 


\ 


Tommy 


Tommy Titmoufe. q 



Tommy had. belides a nurfc, 
who had lived a long \\ hile in the 
family, and was very fond ofhim, 
whofe name wasTmeby, and fhe 
ufed to take care of him in his un- 
cle’s abfence, and was always tel-^ 
ling him what was for his good. 
So' he informed her what a prefer t 
of books he had got. (( Aye ! 
(fays fhe,) come let me hear if you 
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can read in any oT them,” which 
he did immediately, and this fo 
pleafed her thatfhegavehimafin£ 
fiddle that fhe had bought at the 
fair,andpromifed him other pretty 
things to encourage him in his 
learning, among whiihvfihe faid 
he fhould have a gd: F rimer and 
Pfalter, if he took care not to be 
naughty, and would always fay 
his prayers night and morning. 
This. he pro mi fed ^ and as .he al- 
ways kept his word, we find that 
lie did not forget to do fo. 

Above all things lhe taught 
him never to tell lies nor tales, 
w hich, as fhe juftly faid, was the 
way for God and all people to! ove 
him. ex If you telltales, (fays lhe,) 
nobody will dike you to be in 
company, and fo you will lofe 
many a good thing ; and if you 
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give yourfelf to lying, you_ wifi 
commit a great fin, befides that in 
that cafe nobody will believe von 
even when you, tell the truth.” 

“ Very well, nurfe, (anfweiv ' 
ed Tommy.) I believe what you 
fay, and I am fure I fhall behave 
as you tell me. 

I have told you that my hero 
was but a little boy, and I donlt 
fay he \v as quite without h is faults . 
Now it happened one day that 
obferving an image on the mantle- 
piece that he could not reach, he 
climbed to get at it, and, in fo, 
doing, threw down fome fine chi- 
na cups and faucers, which w erej 
broken inpieees. ~ This put poor 
Tommy into a fad~ taking : he 
knew hia uncle valued the china, 
and feared he fixould be corre&ed 
for what he had done ; bi t, onj 
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the other hand, he remembered 
what nurfe Trueby had faid, and 
feared more to tell a lie. So, con- 
kdering all things, he refolved not 
to,addone fault Xjg another ; but 
as fbon as it was afked who has 
done the mifchief, to aclcno vvledge 
it at once.. It'happened that. the 
maid was fufpc&cd, and though 
k be truly faid 1 he had not done any 
I fuch 
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fuch thing ; yet the houfekeeper 
not believing her, words arofe 
and (he was likely to lofe her place 
upon the occafion; when Tommy 
came in, and, in the prefence of 
his uncle, owned the whole truth. 
The old gentleman then faid, 
cc Tommy, you were very wrong 
in climbing to reach what you had 
no bufinefs to touch, by which 
means the accident happened ; 
but you would have done worfe 
if you had tried to hide the fault 
yod committed, by telling a lie 
about it ; befides, you fee the 
harm it might have ocqalioned, 
but as it is, all lhall bdf forgiven 
and forgotten.” 

This behaviour of Tommy 
Titmoufe made Sally his friend, 
who belides^being herfelf a good 
girl, was not afraid of what fhe 

did 
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did or laid before him, as he ob- 
ferved the rule never to bear tales, 
as igme children are too apt to 
do, which only ferves to make 
mifchief, and is fure to get them 
hated whereever they go. . 

Another time. Tommy coming 
fuddenly into the kitcKen, Sally, 
not feeing him, fhut the door fo 
violently upon him, that he fell 
down and hurt himfelf ; but, in- 
ftead of going to complain as] 
fome would have done, 'he fald 
nothing about the matter to any 
body but Sally herfelf, who took 
care to put proper things to hi3 
bruiles, kiffed him, and gave him 
fome fugar cakes, though fhe‘ af- 
terwards told bisHincie'what had 
happened, who had the better 
opinion of his nephew for his be- 
haviour*. 

A t- 


I 



Ti 


<\fnmy 


fitiiiofcfe. 


At a proper time our hero was 
fent to fchool, where, as he had a 
good memory and minded his 
book, he was a favourite with his 
matter, but the boys often ufed to 
joke him, becaufe he was fo very 
little ; however, that hever fret- 
ted him, for he generally anfwer- 
ed, Cf as littl.e as I am, I need 
not cstre, a little boy may make 
a grea* 
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a great man a laft ; *nd I don't 
doubt but that will fe my cafe at 
one time or another” 

One day in thek play fome of 
his fchoolfellowF^ fattened him 
upon the back of a butcher's dog. 


who left them all, and ran away 
with him at a grate rate, fo as to 
frighten poor Tommy, and car- 
ried him quite out of town, when 

it 
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it was attor fchool-hour3 in,the 
evening. 

At length, having difengnged* 
himfelf from Tray, who made the 
bell a? his way home again, Tom- 
my endeavoured to do the fame^ 
but, miffing his road, came to 
the borders_of a wood, and was 
going to turn back,, whence favr 
an old man, with grey locks and 
a lilver beard, but a very plea- 
ling countenance, who flopped 
him, and afked Him his name, 
and the reafoh of lii3 comingthat - 
way in the everting. 

Tommy told him the ftory, and 
how his fchoolfell^ows joked him 
becaufe he was fo little ; cc but 
you know r , Sir, fays he, that can- 
not be helped, as I tlid not make, 
myfelf.” “ True, (replied the old 
Gentleman.,) and if you will come 
B along 
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along with me, I will endeavour 
to help you to become great ; at 
the fame time I mull tell you that 
the firft ftep to be great, is to be 
good, and to mind your learning. 



So they went together fome 
yards farther into the wood, 
where theftranger fhewed him a 
little hoiife that he had, and very 
kindly 
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kindly invited him to come in, af- 
furing hiih that h,e would after- 
wards pu: him m.hjs right way,' 
obferving, that when his uncle 
heard howhehad palled the time, 
he was fuae he would not be an- 
gry with him for flaying, efpe- 
cially as it was an accident that 
had brought him thither. 

Tommy accordingly walked in 
with him, and found fome very 
ne^t appartments, which the old 
manahewedhim with great cheaf- 
fulnefs,* and amongfl them were 
tpany pretty ttrnkets, which he 
faid he kept for fuch good b ( oys as 
came in his way, jor as he hap- 
pened to meet with, and fome 
of them he gave to our hero, as 
an encouragement.' After which 
he fpoke to him «as follows : 
cc You may, perh&ps, wonder 
B 2, little 
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little gentleman, to fee me live ir 
this manner. I was once an inha- 
bitant of a neighbouring town, 
and had a young wife, .who 
brought me federal children ; but 
fhe died, and all my little ones, 
except a boy whom I loft unac- 
countably as he was ftanding at 
the door one fummer evening. I 
was fo much fhocked by the ac- 
cident that I left all company, and 
came tethis place, w here I live by 
fe.If, but ftlll defire as much as 
is in my power to do good to 
ether peopfe, and fometimes I 
compote books for fuch little 
gentlemen as you, and I hope 
they have a good effect on thofe 
whom they are intended to ferve, 
by making them obedient to their 
parents and friends, and attentive 
u> their books and good counfel.” 


Tommy Titmoufe. H 
He then gave Tommy fome 
proper advice, and finding him 
quite 'tradable, foretold- that he 
would certainly cotne to be^ a 
great man ; a prophecy which, 
afterwards came to pafs. 

Before they parted, he took 
Tommy into a piece of ground 
before the houfe, wherfe there 
was a yoiHig woman milking a 
cow,. cc Do you fee that cow, (fays 
he) little gentleman ? I keep her 
becaufe fhe is uieful and goodna- 
•tured-; but if fhe was mifehievr- 
ous, or threw down the milk fhe 
gave, I fhould keep her no long- 
er, becaufe then fhe would be 
like worthlefs people. But as it 
is you fee fhe does us fervice, and 
as a proof of It you fhall have 
fomet-hing that fhe produces. 

* B 3 v • * And 
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And fo faying he ordered a fyl- 
labubto be^tnade forTommy, of 
whom he? then took leave, ancL 
fhewed him liis way, repeating 
that he would be a groat man, 
and defiling when he was, that 
he would not forget the prophecy 
of the Man of the Woods. 

It was late when Tommy came 
home, and his uncle had begun 

to 
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to chide him, when he told him 
what an adventure he had met 
with ; and he was believed be- 
caufe lie always told the truth, * 
Which is an excellent quality. 

What thfe old gentleman had 
told Tommy ran fq much in his 
head that he could not help think- 
ing of it night and day ; and once 
in particular he dreamed that he 
was amidft an affembly of good 
Children, where all of them were 
trying who was the belt boy, and 
that he gained the prize*, being a 
fine hat and feather, and a purfe 
full of pocket-pieces, which he 
thought the Old Man .of the 
Woods ^prefentcd to him. 

Some time after this, having 
got leave of his uncle, he -went to 
a fair- with nurfeTrueby, (as he 
B 4 was 
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was ftill a little boy), where he 
was entertained with "{hews and 
many pretty things, fuch as good 
boys deferve, and among the reft 
was particularly delighted with 
the Ihow of Whittington and his- 
Cat. “ For if fo poor a boy as 
he came to be Lord Mayor, i*„nd 
ride in the gilt coach, by his in- 
duftry, (fays he,) who knows' 
what goodluckTommyTitmoufe 
may have.” <c I hope you will 
have good fortune. Tommy, faid 
the nurfe, and I hQpe you vyiii. 
take care to deferve it.” 

They were but juft returned 
from the fair, when Mr. Worthy 
told Tommy that he haa a pre- 
fent for him. It was a fmall box 
which contained tops and balls, 
with other agreeable toys, to be 
given to the beft child in the pa- 
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rifh, together with the Hiltory of 
little Iving Pippin. 



cc Now, (fays Mr. Worthy,) 
though the box li dire&edforyou, 
yet as thefe things are to be gi- 
ven to theheft child inrthe parifh, 
how (hall I fairly determine that 
they belong to you ? — Are you 
the beft boy •«* I caift tell that 
Sir* ' 
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Sir, (faid Tommy,) but I can fay 
that I wilfendeavour to be (of — 
* c Then we’ll lock up the box for 
the prefent,” fays his uncle, and 
it Was, done accordingly*. 

In. tho mean time he improved 
greatly in his l£arnin£ ; and'be- 
lides was more remarkable than 
any of the neighbouring children 
for his' good- nature and obedience 
to his uncle r an was' fo obliging' 
tha£ 'every- body ldved him. 

The Clergyman having ap- 
pointed his ufual time to heat the 
children fay their catechifm, and 
to aflc them queftionSj Tomm}* 
Titmoufe behaved fo well on that 
occalion, that he made no fcruple 
to declare him to be the iC bed 
boy in the parifli.” Tommy did 
not forget thofe words that were 
repeated in his uncle’s prefence. 
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but whence went home laid claim 
to the contents of the box, which 
he faid now, beyond difpute, be- 
longed to him* 

Our little hero was, however, 
admonifhed to remember that all 
thefe praifes arid prefents coukj, 
be no otherwife got than by be-j 
having as he ought to do, an^ 
confequently that he would nc 
lorigel 
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longer expeft to have them, than 
while he was good, of which he 
lvas eafily'made fenfible. • - 
Tommy made himfelffo agrees 
able to the good Clergyman, that 
he got many prefents From him of 
playthings, and at laft, lie gave 
him a little ambling horfe, on 
whidiTbmmyjwhenhe got leave 
from his \ihcle,and had a holiday, 
ufed to ride about the country. 

And belides all this, his uncle 
at Eafter gave him a' fine fuit of 
green clothes ; fo that many of 
the thildren, who were not fo 
good as himfelf, envied him ; 
but he had been taught never to 
be proud nor defpife any body. 

It happened by fome means, or 
other, that the little horfe I was 
telling.you of, ran fomething-into 
one of his feet, and was lame for 
a few 
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a few days, which gave Tommy- 
great concern, not only becaufe lie 
could not ride him, but becaufe he 
was forry for the poor thing; but 
he was comforted when his uncle 
fent for a farrier, w,ho told. him the 
be a ft would. foon be well again. 

In tfte mean time the little gen- 
tleman being ufed to go about the 
country on horfeback, inftead of 
that now took fome long walks, 
it being holiday time, and fine 
weather. 

As he was returning from one 
ofthefe walks, being much tired/ 
a gentleman who was* ridifig 
ILcwly along in his chaife, per- 
ceived it, and calling to him. Hik- 
ed bimwhether he would x ridc a 
little way ? Tommy accepted the 
offer with tbahks, as the gen- 
tleman was going the fame road ; 

and 
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and fo away they rode together. 



While they were on their way, 
he aiked our hero his name, and 
where he lived. When he faid 
his name was Tommy Titmoufe,* 
cc Oh (fays the gentleman,) I be- 
lieve X have heard of you, and that 
you are the belt boy in the parifh. 
Is it fo ?” — c< I muft not fay of 
myfel.f. Sir, (replied Tommy,) 
that 
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tiat I am the bejl boy ; but l am 
fide, if obeying my elders, and 
maiding my book, and being good 
na;ured, will do, I will endea- 
vour by God’s help to do fo.” 

The gentleman, finding his lit- 
tle companion fo feniible, afked 
who had been his mftrudkus ? 
f c My "uncle' Worthy, 'my nuife. 
True by, the good Clergyman, 
and the Old man or the Woods, ” 
anfwered he. On which the other 
enquired, who the Old man of 
the Woods was, with mapy otheT 
questions ; in all which Tommy 
gave him fatisfa&ion. 

Having fet him down at’his un- 
cled door, as he promifed, he re-| 
quelled Mr. Woithy would let 
his nephew* come the ne^t day tojj 
fpend a little time with h ; im. at hr* 
country 6oufe, about three-miles' 
’dillantl 
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diflant, and he would fend }/is 
chaife to fetch -him , which v/a s 
agreed to, -and the next momng 
Tommy was Tent for accordingly, 
and introduced by his new friend,' 
whofe name is Lovell, to his wife, 
his fon and daughter, who made- 
up a very agreeable family. 



;moufe, my dear, (fays he to his 
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lady,) andBillyahd Charlotte, (to 
the children,) I have brought you 
a playmate, a good and fenfibTe 
m boy, whom his neighbours in the 
| next 'town look upon to be the 
belt boy in the parifh.” 

This praife was very pleafing 
to our hero, who “ufed his belt 
manners in return for it ; though 
he did not feern to bc'vai'n, as, 
according to what nurfe Trueby 
had told him, it became him to do : 
he remembered that he was but a, 
little boy, though he had hopes oT 
becoming a great man in 'the end. 

While he remained here, Mrs. 
Lovewell in particular took great 
notice of him, and thqugh the 
children did not at fil'd feem to 
have any high opinion of their new 
gued,yet by degrees he made him- 
felf fo agreeable, that Charlotte 
ufecl 
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ufed to call him her little fwect- 
heart, and both fhe and her bio- 
ther faid they Should not khpw 
how to part with him. 

Now this was the more extra- 
ordinary, as their father was ac- 
cuftomed to fet him as a pattern 
for Billy, and fometimes to chide 
him, who was a boy of twelve 
years old, and tall of his age, for 
not minding his learning fo well 
as Tommy Titmoufe, who w as 
much lefs, and three years youn- 
ger thanhimfelf. But Tommy faid 
fo many good natured 'things in 
their favour, that they could not 
but love him the better for it. 

One time in particular, ‘ when 
they were all reading together, 
r and'the bell fch'olar was to have a 
fine plumb cake of Mrs. Lovc- 
w ell’s own making. Tommy won 
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it ; but no fooner all was over, 
and they were alone together, 
than~he infilled upon giving Billy 
and Charlotte each two thirds of 
it, thus keeping only a third part 
to himfelf, and was about to cry 
becaufe he could hardly prevail 
on them to accept fo much of it 
at his hands. 

It was with pleafure that 
Mr. Love well obferved frequent 
marks of fuch a kind difpofition 
in hisgueft, to whom herefolved 
to be as kind in his turn. It is a 
fine thing to be of a good under- 
handing and memory, and to mind 
your Book,butallthefe good qua- 
lities will be overthrown and will 
do bpt little fervice, if you are 
proud, obflinate, or ill-natured. 

When Tommy had been hying 
his kite one day, in company with 
'*■ ' * ‘ ’ ■*' mafier 
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matter Love well and others., as he 
vas returning, fome of the neigh- 
bours children aikedhim to lend it 
them, which he readily' did - and 
they tried to fly it, but were fo 
aukward in attempting to raife it, 
that they ttruck it upon fome rail- 
ing, in which there were many 
nails, and tore it almofl to pieces 
before they could difengage *it. 
Now fome children would have 
cried and raved and perhaps 
would even have gone to fighting 
upon the occafion ; and, indeed, 
mafter Lovewell was very angr}', 
becaufe the misfortune happened 
in his company, and he was ac- 
quainted with the boys that had 
been accelfary to it : but Tommy 
though he was forry his kite, 
lhould.be torn, made no words a- 
bout the matter^ -but only faid. 
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tc It was an accident, and could 
riot be helped,” and patiently took 
the remains of it homer, in order, 
to mend it again as well as he 
could. 

This behavior fo pleafed the 
perfon who had the chiefhand in 
doing this accidental mifchief, 
that the next day he made a pic- 
fent of a fine humming top to 
Tommy, and got leve to invitb 
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hiih to fee him at his Father’s 
houfe, by which means our hero 
gained a ne w acquaintance. 

. And this acquaintance was of 
fome confequence ; for the gentle- 
man, who had no children, no 
fooner faw Tommy, and found 
what a well-behaved boy r he was, 
than he alfo took a liking to him ; 
fo that, between him and Mr. 
Love well. Tommy- was feldom a 
day at home in holiday time, they 
were fo preQing with Mr. Worthy 
to let them have his company ; 
and as he faw it was agreeable, 
he was too good and kind to de- 
ny what he thought might turn 
out to his nephew’s advantage. 

Soon after, it' happened one 
Chriflmas that the Tquire, who 
had been fome time abfent in 
London, returning to his feat in 
thofe 
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thofe parts invited his neigh- 
bours, feafting and keeping open 
houfe in the old Englifh manner; 
and' one, particular day he fet a- 
part for inviting the children, 
each of whom was to be introdu- 
ced by fome friend, and Mr. Love- 
w'ell (his own children being 
on a vilit) undertook to introduce 
Tommy Titmoufe to the A hum- 
bly. 

Aftdr. feafting them on roaft 
beef, plumb pudding and minced 
pies, the elder children, among 
whom were foir^e pretty boys, 
were called into a rpom, where a 
great cake wa$ fet, which was to 
be the prize of him that could give 
the beft anfwers to qucltions that 
were to be propofed to them by 
Mr. Truftv, the Yquire's lleward, 
and each was *0 give his anfwer 
. ' f apart. 
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apart, fo us nor to be heard by 
any body but Mr. Trufiy himfelf. 
They all putin their names, and 
when Mr. Love well prefented 
Tommy Titmoufe, there were 
forhe of them that pretended to 
jeer, faying, “To be fur e very 
fine anfwers muft be expelled 
from fuch a little boy as he was.** 
“Why indeed, Lrid Tommy, you 
all appeartobe bigger, and I be- 
lieve moft of you are older, than I 
am, but I fhall be fo bold as to 
take my chance among you, as 
the’fquire is kind enough to allow 
me to do fo.” — And Mr Love- 
well faid, He believed his little 
boy would have as good a chance 
as the biggeft among them. 

The company being feated 
rpund the table on which the cake 
was fet > thequcftions werepropo- 
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fed, to which various anfwers 
were given, but not one of them 
proper, though fome feemed to 
be a little nearer the mark than 
others, till Tommy, whofelot it 
was t» fpeak laft, gave in his an.- 
i fwer to the fteward. 

The quehions were thefe : 

1. Amongll all the faults which 
children may fall into, which is 
the 
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the lead to be excufed ? 

Anfwer. — That of telling a lie 
to conceal any of them. 

2. What is the word thing 
that can happen to a child ? 

Anfwer.— That good people 
fhould have reafon to diflike him. 

3. What is the wifeft thing 
that a little boy cam do when in 
the cotnpany of his elders ? 

Anfwer. — Not to fpeak but 
when he is fpoken to, and to be 
dill, in ol'der to receive inflruc- 
tion. ; 

Thefe anfwers were approved 
by Mr. Trudy, «and all prefent 
could not but fay they were good 
ones ; but how were they fur- 
prized on being informed that 
they were delivered by Tomnyr 
Tkmoufe, the little boy whom 
at fiiit they had pretended to def* 


Tommy Titmoufe. 43 
pifie ! However, his they were, 
and the cake, being prefented to 
him, was carried in a fort of tri-* 
umph before him to Mr. Love- 
well’s, who was not a little 
proud of the fucccfs of his little 
boy, as he always called him. 

The ’fquire made many enqui- 
ries after the little boy who had 
’won the prize,, and. would never 
beeafy till he faw Tommy, who 
was accordingly fent to wait on 
him, when he was much furpri- 
zed to find the progrefs he had 
made in his karhing, and often 
’propofed hiih as a pattern to. his 
own fon, then about thirteen 
years of age/ w-ho, indeed was 
not much better than a booby. 
But Tommy, • while he was ca- 
lefied by his father, took care not 
to offend the young gentleman. 

When - 
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When he returned from his 
different vifits lie was received 
by his uncle with great plea^ 
fure, as Well as by good nurfe 
Trueby, who hugged him clofe 
in her arms, and declared he 
looked better and prettier than 
ever. Pretty are they that pretty do . 
And that was indeed the cafe 
w ith Tommy Titmoufe, onwhofe 



account- 
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account Mr. W orthy gave a 
dinner, and invited a great ma- 
ny of the neighbouring welt-be- 
haved children to partake of the 
good cheer, and make their lit- 
tle hearts merry, • and Tommy 
was particularly diftinguifhed 
upon the occafion.- 

In procefs of time, as little 
Tommy grew older, his friends 
began to think of putting him 
in fome way that might be {Ser- 
viceable to him, when he Ihould 
become a man. Some advised 
one thing and fome ?ecommended 
another ; but Tommy himfelf, 
being allowed to fpeak, declared - 
in favour of trade, - which he had 
always admired. . 

cc For trade, (faid he.) as Mr. 
Love well, though himfelf a gen- 
tleman, ufed to tell me, is the 
fupport 
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fupport of us all. We could 
not do if we had not trade, we 
could not live one amongit ano- 
ther. My uncle nprl could not 
even have what we wear ; no, 
nor could nurfe Trueby or the 
houfekeeper make a plumb pud- 
ding without it. Learning is very 
proper, and all good boys fhould 
be thankful for it. But if my 
uncle chufes to let me have a 
trade of any fort, I can ufe 
that learning in it, and if the 
word happens to my friends. 
Tommy wiU be in fome way pro- 
vided for.” 

Mr. Worthy liftened to his ne- 
phew, and he knevr that he had 
learned accounts^ as all good 
boys, after they can read, fhould 
mind their writing and cyphering; 
therefore he thought there was 
reafon 
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reafion in what he had faid, and 
refolved to get him .a trade as 
foon as he was old enough', with 
the firft opportunity. 

In the mean time a ftrange vi- 
fitor made his appearance at Mr. 
Worthy’s, who laid the princi- 
pal reafon of his coming thither 
vras to fee Tommy, who was ac- 
cordingly called, and was fome- 
what furprized to find the Gran- 
ger was that very perfon whom 
we have mentioned, and with 
whom he was fo well acquainted 
by the name of the Old Man of 
the Woods. 

You have been told already 
that this old gentleman loft one 
of his children in an unaccount- 
able manner. But he had now 
heard of him again. It appeared 
that the boy was ftolen by forrie 
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gypfies, with' whom he was Is-ng 
forced to live, (being bu,t a little 
child,) ftrolling with them about 
the country. At laft efcapihg 
from their company when they 
were near London, he wandered 
till by chance he got to that fine 
city, where it happened that a 
gentleman finding him helplefs 
in the llreets, took him up, and , 
put him to fchcol ; and, finding 
him a good and tra6lable boy, . 
got him apprenticed to a tradef- 
man in the city, where he be- 
haved fo well, that he married 
his mailer’s daughter when he 
was out of his time, and be- 
came partner with him in a very 
profitable bufinefs. As he then 
kept a country houfe near Black.- 
heatb, which you know is not 
far from Greenwich, it happened 
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one day that* an old gypfy wo- 
man came to his houfe there, 
juft as he was {landing at the 
door, and pretended to tell his 
fortune, but on his talking with 
her out of curiofity, he difco- 
vered fo much that fhe knew 
he was theperfon whom fhe had 
wickedly ftolen away when he 
was an infant. But feeing things 
.had 
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had happened fo well, fhe ac- 
knowledged the matter, begging 
forgivenefs, and giving him an 
account where his father lived, 
as fhe fuppofed. The young gen* 
tleman accordingly went in fearch 
of him*; but hearing that he had 
retired to a folitude, followed 
him to the wOods where he lived, 
and convincing him by a mark 
on his bread that he was his 
chilld, .he prevailed, on his father 
to Teturn to the world again. 
The old man was now going to 
London, whither his fort Wa3 
gone before him^ but had Called 
on Tommy in his wray, in order 
to give him his lad indru6tions. 

lie \vas highly pleafed with 
our hero’s choice of trade, and 
advifed him how he fhould pro- 
ceed as foon as his friends could 
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get him a matter in any refpe£ta- 
ble buttnefs. 

- At this time, nurfe Trueby 
fell fick, and it was wonderful 
and pretty to obferve with what 
care Tommy enquired after her 
every day, and, whenever he 
was allowed to do it, how he at- 
tended her — “She has often ta- 
ken care of me, (fays Tommy,) 
and to be fare now is my time to 
return it,” Certainly he proved 
himfelf a good boy, by reafon- 
ing and behaving in fuch a man- 
ner. Ik is a. fine thing to be a 
fcholar, bat it is better ftift to be 
good; and fo Tommy Tit moufe 
found, as you will hear in the 
fequel. 

When h6 w r as about fourteen 
years of age, Mr. Love well hav- 
ing to go to London, propoled 
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to take his young- friend with 
him, and undertook to look out 
for a mafler for him. 

It was a new thing for him to 
go fo far off from his uncle, but 
he knew it muft be done, fo he 
took an affe&ionate leave of him 
and of nurfe Trueby, and then 
fet off in the coach for this fine 
city, where they arrived in due 
time, without meeting, with any 
accident or interruption. 

It was not long before Mr. 
Loveweli found means to keep 
his promife to Mr. Worthy, by 
getting his nephew a proper m^f- 
ter in a very good 'and thriving 
bufinefs, who was fo intirely fa- 
tisfied with Tommy’s behaviour, 
that, as he grew up, he left the 
chief care of the trade to him, as 
he wa y s obliging to the cuftomers, 
— careful 
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careful and induftjious, and took 
particular care to make himfelf 
fully acquainted with the buli- 
nefs, by which he was to get his 
livelihood. 

As the gentleman to whom he 
had the good fortune to be bound, 
had a fon not fo old as Tommy, 
iv hen he himfelf grew in years, 
le refolved to retire from trade, 
mcj leave it entirely to the young 
oiks, which he did accordingly ; 
ind thus our hero, foop after he 
vas out oHiis time bec.ame part- 
ter in a genteel' bufinefs', the 
>rofits of which were continually 
n creating. 

In this trade he continued many 
ears, till the old gentleman f and 
is fon both dying, M\\ Thomas 
"itmoufe, who was now grown 
fine man, and worth an im- 
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menfe deal of money, refolved to 
pay a v'lfit to his friends in the 
country, all of whom were fur- 
prized to fee him, when he came 
in his own coach into the town 
where he had formerly lived. 
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Tommy Titmodle P^And the old 
folks fhewed him to their chil- 
dren, crying, “Look there! and^ 
fee how learning and good beha- 
viour can make a little boy a 
great man.” — All which difcourfe 
was very pleafing to our hero. 

Having, paid* his obedience to 
his uhcie, and his refpe&s arid 
compliments to all his friends, he 
returned to London,takingthe old 
nurfe with him, by her own de- 
fire, Who fperit the remainder of 
her days with her dear Tommy, 
-as fine always fti 11 'called him ; 
who has now got money enough 
to leave off bufinefs, and lives at 
a fine houfe at the other end of 
the toKvn, where he often invites 
£ood children to come to his ta- 
ble, tells them how to become 
great men, if they will follow his 


56 The Hiflory of, &c. 
advice, and has delired this book 
to be publifhed for their amufe- 
ment and inftru£lion. If you 
wifh to be as great a man as 
Tommy Titmoufe, you will do 
well to follow his example. 


The Good Father ; or, Funijhment 
frequently necejfary. 

JV^R. Morton was the father 
of two boys : the eldeft, though 
not nine years of age, was very 
obftinateand univerfaliy difliked: 
while on the contrary, his bro- 
ther Charlefs was mild, good- 
tempered and a general favourite. 

Mr. MoTton had taken every 
lenient method to eradicate the 
faults of his fon Ed wad, in vain ; 
he now found with grief that he 
muft. 
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muft ufe feverity. Edward made 
a pradlice of continually taking 
the play-things from his brother, 
or any of the children who were' 
kind enough to play with him ; 
and one day as he was amufing 
himfelf in the garden with Char- 
les, infilled on exchanging fome 
toy with him, but he mildly ex- 
poftulating, offered to lend it to 
him, faying, he did not wifh t*o 
part with it ; for which he receiv- 
ed two or three fmart blows'. 

The appearance of Mr. Mor- 
ton put an end to his violence, 
for he had heard the conteft with- 
out their knowledge ; he gave 
Charles leave to continue play- 
ing, and defired Edward to follow 
him into the houfe, where he 
thus addr'effed him. 

It is with the utmoft concern 
that 
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that I find the injuftnefs and vio~ 
lence of youi^ temper continue — 
you may well appear hurt, but if 
you have the leaft feeling, it muff 
be a fad reflexion to think cf 
your ingratitude in repaying the 
care of a kind father by fuch bad 
behaviour ; and that is not all, for 
I (hall not let you play any more 
to-day, and delire you will bring 
all your playthings to me, which 
Ifhallkeep, till you are tnorecon- 
tented with what is your own ; an<^ 
remember the next time I find the 
necefiity of taking them under my 
care, I fhall give them to fome 
child who better deferves them.” 
Edward hung his head in fullen 
filence, and did not ofier a reply. 
After dinner he was yet more 
mortified to fee his father and bro- 
ther g0 out without him. When 
Mr. 
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Mr. Morton returned, he made 
every fair promife of amendment, 
though I am forry to obferve, he 
did not keep them. Mr. Morton 
gave Charles leave to invite fome 
of his little companions on the fol- 
lowing day, and permitted Ed- 
ward to join them, when he again 
behaved fo rudely, as to be con- 
fined for the whole of the next 
day. Mr. Morton now determin- 
cd.to punifh him yet more levere- 
ly ; he gave him leffons for a fort- 
night, only allowing him a por-' 
tion of time each day to walk on 
account of his health. Towards 
the expiration of the time, he 
was remarkably afliduous, and 
learnt more than he had x ufually 
done in three months. His fa- 
ther on the term of punifhment 
being ended, advifed him to be 
more 
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more mindful in future; alluring 
him that his punifhment fhould 
be longer and more fevere the 
next fault. But he had the hap- 
pinefs to' find him quite an alter- 
ed boy. So that you find feve- 
rity in his cafe, fhewedhis father 
more his friend, than any indul- 
gence could have done ; for.it is 
now two years fince' his former 
faulty behavior and he has been 
uniformly good, a -pleafure to* 
himfelf and friends. 
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